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as 1860, George Eliot hit the nail precisely on the head in
putting the case of Tom Tulliver and his tutor, Mr. Stelling.
"Mr. Stelling set to work at his natural method of instilling the
Eton Grammar and Euclid into the mind of Tom Tulliver.
This, he considered, was the only basis of solid instruction—
all other means of education were mere charlatanism, and
could produce nothing better than smatterers. Tom's faculties
failed him before the abstractions hideously symbolized to him
in the pages of the Eton Grammar, and he was in a state border-
ing on idiocy with regard to the demonstration that two given
triangles must be equal—though he could discern with great
promptitude and certainty the fact that they were equal.
Whence Mr. Stelling concluded that, Tom's brain being
peculiarly impervious to etymology and demonstrations, was
peculiarly in need of being ploughed and harrowed by these
patent implements—it was his favourite metaphor, that the
classics and geometry constituted that culture of the mind
which prepared it for the reception of any subsequent crop. I
say nothing against Mr. Stelling's theory: if we are to have one
regimen for all minds, his seems to me as good as any other.
I only know it turned out as uncomfortably for Tom Tulliver
as if he had been plied with cheese in order to remedy a gastric
weakness which prevented him from digesting it. It is astonish-
ing what a different result one gets by changing the metaphor I
Once call the brain an intellectual stomach, and one's ingenious
conception of the classics and geometry as ploughs and harrow
seems to settle nothing.*'1
Since George Eliot wrote, much has been done towards
changing the metaphor, by recognizing that what the child's
mind craves for, and for that matter the adult's mind also, is
appropriate intellectual nourishment. In other words, the old
gospel of effort has been, not superseded, but supplemented,
1 The Mill on the Floss, in the chapter on uTom*s First Half." Written
in 1860, this chapter strikingly confirms and illustrates the reports of th$
Schools Inquiry Commission quoted above.

